April 25, 2008
 
Dear Bob, 
 
Two weeks ago I visited Tom Whelan at his place in Australia.  Tom and his wife, Ellen, moved to Australia almost 40 years ago.  Over the years they have held several jobs in schools, church organizations, government and NGOs all more or less related to Social Justice issues.  Now officially retired, they keep busy working for a number of volunteer organizations in the area.
 
They live on 8 acres in the beautiful Yarra Valley east of Melbourne.  They have one grapefruit tree, three plums, two apples, three pears, one oranges, two almonds, two lemons, and one immature lime tree.  They also grow many of their own veggies.
 
Their neighbor, who is a distributor of kangaroo, buffalo, crocodile and other meats, also raises goats, emu, and deer, many of who come to visit at their fence.  Ellen and Tom have a cottage that they rent as a B&B.  See www.ambledown.com.au
 
My own career topped out at Director of User Support Services in the IT department of Saint Peter’s College.  That means any computer problem on campus was my problem, or at least a problem for my staff.  If there was one thing I did right it was to hire a good staff and support them to the hilt.  When I hit 65 I turned the position over to my first assistant and became Director of Special Projects, a job I should be returning to in September.
 
Right now I am on sabbatical.  I spent four months at a Spiritual Renewal Program in Santa Fe, NM and 6 weeks visiting friends in New Zealand and Australia.  I regret that I will be unable to attend our 50th reunion because I am in Guadalajra, Mexico, finally learning Spanish.  Photos and descriptions of my trip are at http://cis.spc.edu/dstump
 
Perhaps you could make a collage of this letter and the attached photos and display it in the room set aside for our Golden Jubilee Class.  
 
Please extend regards from Tom and myself to the rest of the class.
 
Your brother in Christ
 
Fr. David X. Stump, S.J.                      201-417-6202(Cell)
Saint Peter's College                           201-761-7801(Fax)
50 Glenwood Ave
Jersey City, NJ  07306                         http://cis.spc.edu/dstump 
Please pray for peace in the Middle East and for our people in uniform.
 
