Shanghai Normal University, Dec. 14, 2005, Judy Barclay, People to People Women in Math: Leader: Wiegand
The delegation was welcomed to Shanghai Normal University by Vice President Lu Jianfei.  Professor Lu gave a brief introduction of the university which was founded in 1954.  The university contains ten disciplines: economics, law, literature, history, science, philosophy, engineering, agriculture, management, and pedagogy.  Their key mission is to serve the city.  Shanghai Normal University serves undergraduate, graduate, and foreign students.  It has 21 colleges and 70 research facilities.  It offers 14 Ph.D. programs, 65 masters’ degrees, 70 bachelor’s degrees and 25 junior college programs.  The university serves more than 40,000 students.  Seventy  percent of the high school teachers and principals in Shanghai have graduated from this university.

After our introduction, the delegation was escorted to our next meeting by Dr. Jizhou Zhang, Dean of the Mathematical and Science College. This college is the largest one at the university.  The college consists of 7 departments:  Basic Mathematics, Computing Mathematics, Applied Mathematics, Physics, Computer Science and Technology, Corresponding Engineering, and Educational Technology.  In this college, 70% to 80% of the graduate students are women.  They need more men in graduate programs.
After introductions, each group took turns asking questions:

U.S.:
How do you like using the 2000 NCTM Standards?

China:
In this province, only experimental schools use them.  The textbooks using the new standards are more difficult for students.  This puts more stress on the students.

China:
Do you check your students’ homework?

U.S.:
Some teachers check it, others have a grader or use electronic homework.  Some don’t check it at all.

China:
Chinese teachers are required to check the homework.

China:
Do teachers in the U.S. have to publish papers each year?
U.S.:
It depends upon the university and the emphasis of that university.  It is unlikely that a person would be promoted to full professor without publications.
China:
Teachers who have a masters’ or doctorate degree have to publish almost every year.

U.S.:
Is there a tenure system in China?

China:
Some universities have all-life professors, but most do not.

U.S.:
Why do you think there are so many women in your graduate program?

China:
Girls are more hard-working and exam focused.  Boys spend more time on computer games.  The best graduate students are women.  It is hard for a woman to find a good job with only a bachelor’s degree, so many go on and study for a masters’ degree.  Most companies are private and want to hire a man.  Forty percent of the math faculty is women.  Teachers’ salaries are generally low.  The men usually teach at the university level.  If a university wants someone, they will pay more.
China:
Can a Chinese student remain in the U.S. to work?

U.S.:
It depends.  Student visas are easier to get than work visas.  It costs money to get a green card or a work visa.

U.S.:
What kinds of jobs do the graduate students in this room hope to get when they graduate?

China:
High school teacher, university teacher, work with stocks or in a bank, work for the government (There is a civil service exam given every year.)

Note:
In Shanghai, the number of teachers is increasing, but the number of students is decreasing.  There are plenty of teaching job in western China, but hardly anyone wants to go there.

China:
Is a pure math degree as marketable as an applied math degree in the U.S.?

U.S.:
Yes, but many employers want to see other skills also.  Some employers want the math degree because of the thinking skills developed.

China:
What motivated each of you to go into math?

U.S.:
The sense of achievement when working out a problem, family members who were math teachers, I found it interesting, I was inspired by a person or Liping Ma’s book
China:
The school needed a math teacher, it took less time to study math than other subjects, I was good at it.
