Beijing Normal Univ. - Experimental Primary School 12/7/2005 by Amanda Pascoe
PP Women in mathematics, delegation leader: Wiegand

Upon arrival we toured the school briefly.  We joined the People to People

Education Delegation for a meeting with the vice president of the school and then just our group met with some teachers in a smaller more personal setting. 

This experimental school was founded in 1958 as one of the first experimental

primary schools in Beijing, and is state-funded.  The teachers use their own unique textbook.  The school has about 100 staff members and 700 students from grades 2 to 4 in 38 different classes. Students in grades 1 and 6 are temporarily in a branch school.  Students take six 40-minute courses per day plus an additional selective course that they choose based on interest, totaling about 8 hours of school each day. The core courses are: reading literacy (Chinese), mathematics, English, geography, science, computer, physical education ( only Chinese, mathematics, and English have  formal tests). The selective courses include sports, chess, and modeling (cars, planes, ships etc.), music, instruments, painting, and dance.  Final tests are given to pass into middle school and after each of the two semesters. Addition and subtraction up to 20 are taught in first grade, multiplication in second grade.  Since 2001, they teach four categories of math: algebra and numbers, geometry, statistics and probability, and simple problem-solving.  Students don’t learn  programming but use calculators and computer software in primary school. 
As for training, primary school teachers at this school have 3 years at the university plus a year as a student teacher; for the next three years they teach under a mentor.  Generally in China, high school teaching requires a master degree, middle school requires a university degree in math, and primary school requires at least a professional school degree.  There are more primary school teachers than demand because of fewer educational requirements; men, however, usually teach middle school or higher to get a pension.  In high school a teacher’s salary depends on how well students do on exams, but not in primary or middle schools. Teachers have no time for planning at school.  They teach two courses per day, 6 math lessons total per week.

The students are selected for this school by region, since there are 9 years of compulsory education.  At the high school level, however, students pass tests to attend.  Students are evaluated individually based on the final exam (~40%), attendance, homework, behavior/morality, and unit tests, and each subject is graded independently.
The Chinese asked about US practices for tests and evaluation. We described our states’ systems, but said it varies from state to state.  All agreed that primary school teachers work hard in both countries and that teaching is not respected and does not pay well, but that time off in the summer and a strong love of teaching overcomes these issues. We also discussed girls in math and science,  parental involvement in the schools, and the reform to a new curriculum starting in 2001 (like the US standards).

Regarding their favorite math topic to teach, Ms. Ma, teacher for 17 years, said her favorite math topic is space and graph, but it is hardest to teach because the student needs to have the concept in his or her mind. The school president, teacher for 10 years, enjoys calculating and geometry.  Another teacher, who has taught for 14 years and prefers geometry, commented that “the hardest thing is to help students put math ideas into practice, and to integrate them into life.”
