Beijing Univ. 8 Dec 2005, Agnes Kalemaris, PP Women in Math, Wiegand
The Delegation was welcomed by the Dean of the mathematics college at Beijing University.  He introduced the Chinese mathematicians, faculty and students, who were present.  He concluded that they hoped to share experiences and friendship and that mathematicians could make a contribution by mutual understanding.  
The Delegation then had a discussion arranged by the Beijing Women’s Federation with mostly female faculty and students. After introducing ourselves, we asked their opinion of the Primary School principal’s comment: “Girls aren't interested in mathematics and most don't study it.” They said that, of 160 students entering the college, only 20 were female. The entrance exam for the university is taken by the top students in China. Mathematics is considered good training for any career but most of their woman graduates work in finance. Fifteen women who completed the program moved to the U.S., primarily working in finance. Only five of the 90 faculty are women.

There are five divisions in the school of mathematics: (1) pure mathematics, (2) computational mathematics, (3) probability and statistics, (4) information science, and (5) mathematics of finance.  Finance has 6 faculty members.  Only one is a woman but she is the leader.  Male graduates of the master's degree program prefer jobs in industry.  The women prefer teaching in the universities but the competition is stiff for the jobs.  Faculty must publish but no specific number of publications was specified. 


One of the Chinese students had performed very well in the Chinese Math Olympiad and was also one of the top students in her high school.  The top four there were all women.  She said that many girls are interested in mathematics.


Another Chinese student said that she had been good in math and interested in it from a very young age.  Her current problem is deciding on a career.  She would like to consider teaching at Beijing University.  However she believed that the university would chose a male applicant over a female.  For women, the field of finance offered more options than pure mathematics.  All of the group, U.S. and Chinese both, agreed that there is a great deal of stress in our jobs but we all love teaching.


A U.S. delegate asked about the "two-body" problem.  In the U.S., departments have become more family-friendly.  In China, couples are welcomed at the university but not in the same department.  There is no job-sharing.


The Chinese have a tenure system but the timing varies by area.  In general, if you are doing a good job you will stay.  In order to qualify you must teach and do research.  The teaching load is one or two courses a semester.


The master's program takes three years.  The first year is for course work.  The second year is focused on research.  In the third year, much time is spent on job search.  Most graduates do not become teachers.  Teaching assistants grade papers.  The Ph. D. program is four years beyond the master's or could take five years. 


A Chinese student asked why we studied mathematics.  Our responses included because we love it, and we find it easy.  We appreciate the beauty and the preciseness of mathematics.  We also express ourselves in mathematics.


A Chinese faculty member who had benefited from a semester exchange program in Zurich in 1996 commented that women with families such programs are more difficult for and so they might miss research opportunities. 
