NANJING NORMAL UNIVERSITY, Dec. 12 2005, by Una Bray, Delegation leader: Sylvia Wiegand
Our meeting began with an expression of welcome from Prof. Zhou Chengping, the Vice President of the Mathematics Institute, and the introduction of some of the mathematics teachers.

We responded to the welcome and introduced ourselves and expressed our pleasure at coming to China. We explained that we were interested in finding out about teaching mathematics in China and asked if the faculty knew of Liping Ma’s book Knowing and Teaching Elementary School Mathematics.  We were pleased and surprised to find they knew the book.
Mr.  Zhou presented the following facts about the Institute:

· The University  is a normal school that confers the Bachelors degree

· Major business of the school is educating teachers

· School was founded in October of 1952

· More than 20,000 students currently attend school, including 5,000 undergraduates and 15,000 adult education students

· There are now 3,000 mathematics students in the school

· Thee are about 500 teachers on staff 

· There are 3 branches of the school in Nanjing 

· School has about 50 correspondence schools in Jengsu Province

· Students finish their training either at the university or at the correspondence schools

· School also trains principals of primary and secondary schools, about 3000 per year

· Teachers who need to improve their teaching can be retrained at Nanjing Normal School

· The Education Ministry plans to increase enrollment another eight-ten thousand students

Topics covered during our discussion included:

· Courses taken to prepare to be elementary and middle school  teachers

· The Chinese require that elementary and middle school math classes be taught by math specialists 
· US system rarely employs specialists in the K-6 classroom, and few teachers are adequately  prepared in math

· Advanced mathematics courses are required in order to teach in Chinese middle schools
· China’s decision to switch from their traditional mathematics education system to the US NCTM standards

· Certification of teachers in the US and China

· The difficulties of classroom management and control

· Comparison between the two levels of the Chinese middle school and our junior high and high schools

· How and why the members of our group and the AWM encouraged girls to study math. 
· Use of technology in Chinese classrooms compared to use in US classroom 
· Computational training of Chinese students verses US students
· Gap in student achievement in Chinese rural schools verses city schools 
· Gap in student achievement in US inner city schools verses wealthy urban and suburban schools
· Pressure felt by teachers in both cultures to prepare students for achievement exams
· Comparison of requirements for professional advancement in the Universities in US verses China.

We concluded that we have many things in common and that our biggest difference lies in the training of teachers, the lack of emphasis on computation skills in the US, and the use of technology in the classroom.  Our group found the difference in mathematics preparation of elementary and middle school teachers was very significant.  We were envious of the types of mathematics courses and the advanced level of the courses required for teaching. We explained that the US system placed much more emphasis on training in educational methods for teachers of K-6 grades, and emphasized preparation in the subject for teachers of high school.  We wondered whether or not the US would be better off using specialized teachers for all the subjects in elementary schools as well as high schools.
